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On April 19, physicist Igor Saavedra, president of the Environmental Research and Planning Center
(CIPMA), told reporters that the desertification process is underway throughout Chile. For example,
1 million ha. in the highlands (2,000 km. north of Santiago), and 3 million ha. in Patagonia (2,500
km. south of the capital) are affected. CIMOR is currently organizing the nation's fourth scientific
conference on the environment, scheduled for May 6- 8 in Valdivia. (Basic data from Spanish news
service EFE, 04/19/92)
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